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LEVELS OF
SUBSTACK
A tour for family historians

Let’s learn together. More in the 3-part series on
Substack + Family History

projectkin.substack.com/s/substack-family-history

http://projectkin.substack.com/s/substack-family-history
http://projectkin.substack.com/s/substack-family-history


Levels of Substack
January 2024

TUTORIAL & TOUR
Terminology: Who’s who
Publications & posts
Chat, notes & comments

An actual walk through



High-level: “It’s a newsletter” 
As a NEWSLETTER it handles email and the
email list…
… Plus a BLOG, so web accessible
… Plus a PAYMENTS engine
… Plus a user RECOMMENDATIONS engine
and,  all of that at scale.
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Allow me to define terms

NEWSLETTER: Email, subscription lists, 
BLOG: Web-accessible posts, (opt.) authentication
PAYMENTS: Transactions, refunds, etc.
RECOMMENDATIONS: Referrals, traffic generation
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WHY that matters 
Unlike Facebook, it’s not ad-supported.
Unlike Medium, payment is distributed.
Unlike WordPress (etc.) it’s automated.
AND it’s FREE to me — and you!

IF I charge, then I owe 10% to Substack.
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A level deeper: Follow the flow
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A visit to projectkin.substack.com

TAPS
“Let me
explore
first… >”



A level deeper: Follow the flow
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A visit to projectkin.substack.com

They are a FREE VISITOR,
anonymous to Projectkin logs.
They’re able to read any link
they like. (Just like a web page)



IF they add their email …

They are a FREE READER, now
identified. They’re able to also…

View public posts
Share posts on the web
Receive posts via email 

[Like a newsletter, rec’d via email]

A level deeper: Follow the flow
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TAP “Subscribe”



A level deeper: Follow the flow

[Tricky part] IF they then sign in

They are a WRITER (still free), adds…
Full Forum Access on App or Web
Adds comments to posts
Can share video posts as clips
Share posts to notes (stack/re-stack)
Adds replies to notes
Adds to chat threads
Write their own publication!
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Sign in  
–

Note Options:
w/o password
password

OR, use app



A level deeper: Follow the flow

Don’t over-think it 

Web Options 
Using email only: 

Substack emails a link
Create a password:

Like any other site
App

Doesn’t require a password
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Signed in  
–



Every visitor to the Projectkin Forum...
Can explore the substack (aka “stack”)

A substack is simply a
collection of …

articles
sections (topics)
recommendations
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–



Once you’re in …
Since you have an account, you have menu access
to Substack controls …   

–
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Explore other Substacks
Home: Notes & all you follow
Inbox: All new posts you follow
Explore: Interest-based posts 
Chat: All subscribed-stack chats
Activity: New posts, mentions
Start Writing: Write a post or
create your own publication!

This is true in the mobile app too,
we’re skipping that for brevity.



Let’s look back at that “welcome” page

This might make more sense now   
–
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Substack wants you to subscribe
(Projectkin does too)

True for every stack.
Written recommendation
“blurbs” are hugely helpful.
Publication owners control
what is paid or free.



Pause for a moment: [Demo is coming]
Basic mechanics of access

Questions?
Core elements of community

Posts (video, podcast, articles)
Notes
Chat
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Core elements of community

Events, Posts, Notes, & Chat   
–

Posts are obvious, they’re articles, (OR...video)
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Access is free, paywalled, or
partially paywalled at the
discretion of the
publication. 
(Tip: see this article to
learn more.)



Core elements of community

Events, Posts, Notes, & Chat

Notes are key to sharing and connection
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Notes are shared with subscribers
OR followers. 
Tap Home to see all of your Notes 
You can ♡, comment “re-stack” or
share any Note, Post, or even a link
external to Substack.

  
–

That same post, shared by the
publication owner as a note.



Core elements of community

Events, Posts, Notes, & Chat

Chat Threads invite publication subscribers to
engage in posts, notes, and conversation

Chats are always restricted to
subscribers, sometimes paid only.
Subscribers can reply and add
photos, but not start threads
(generally).

  
–
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That same post, shared by the publication
owner as the start to a chat thread.



It’s not all about Projectkin

Explore, Support & Recommend

Explore takes you to other publications based on
recommendations or, search by topics

Search lets you explore posts,
publications and people by
keywords.

  
–
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Pause again …
Basic mechanics of access
Core elements of community

Questions? 

Ready for a demo?
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Focused on Projectkin Subscribing Members
Other topics: Writing posts, creating your own publication, settings & more 
Please DO explore Substack: Search for “Family History,” “Genealogy,” and more 
Best thing you can do to support Projectkin is to share it. You are already doing that!

Resources
There are many: on.substack.com/s/resources
Christina Loff’s Masterclass for bloggers and creators
Follow people ☝Christina, for example
Ask (or answer) questions in Projectkin Chat
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Questions
General

(have answers?)

https://on.substack.com/s/resources
https://substack.com/@tweetsweet
https://on.substack.com/p/masterclass-everything-bloggers-and
https://open.substack.com/chat/posts/0a3b7fdb-3a8c-42c5-a9e6-29fac217fd83


More questions? Join me in Chat. Recording available in a
couple of hours in the Event Archive for Tutorials

https://projectkin.substack.com/s/tech-tutorials
 
I’m @BarbaraTien, your official ringleader here at Projectkin.
You can always email me at projectkin.org@gmail.com

THANK YOU

�
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https://projectkin.substack.com/s/tech-tutorials
https://substack.com/@barbaratien

